

MINUTES OF PLYMPTON AND DISTRICT U3A 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
22nd July 2025   2.00 pm
HAREWOOD HOUSE - PLYMPTON


1. Welcome:- Lesley welcomed all the u3a Members to the AGM and thanked them for their support throughout the year.
2. Apologies:-
Many members were on holiday or absent for other reasons and had informed the Executive Committee officers.

3. Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Annual General Meeting:-

Each member has received by email a copy of the minutes of the A.G.M held on the 23rd July 2024. The minutes were put to the meeting and passed unanimously.
 
4.  Chairman’s Report:-                                                                                                                         
Good afternoon everyone – I am your Chair - Lesley Peat and I am delighted to have the opportunity to reflect on another successful year for Plympton u3a in this, our 10th – Tin - year. We celebrated with a super cake, with a visit and talk from Ann Widdecombe plus we collected tins which we donated to Plympton Food Bank.  A talk by local historian – Chris Robinson – in the autumn talking about Stannary Towns rounds off those celebrations.  

We continue to welcome interesting and informative speakers at our General Meetings with topics ranging from Hat Making to National Coast Watch to Local Landscape, Geology & Biodiversity as well as a nostalgic illustrated talk from Alex Leger a producer on the BBC TV programme Blue Peter.   Elizabeth Hyatt joined the Committee after last year’s AGM, quickly picked up the reins of Speakers’ Secretary and is doing a sterling job on sourcing lively and unusual speakers. 
 
Our groups cover subjects like Ancient History, Creative Writing, Quiz and Discussion Groups with a number going out and about like Ocean Group and Local History.  
Our membership currently stands at the 185 mark, with a pleasing number of prompt renewals at the start of the new financial year.

A major project for us was the new website which went live during last year’s summer break – it was a massive undertaking, and our thanks must go to Rose Michelmore who combined the nitty-gritty of the website with her other role as Membership Secretary.   We lost some functions in the change to a new platform but through Rose’s efforts we are still able to provide our members with their monthly schedule of groups and meetings – done ‘old school’ on paper!

On the financial side of Plympton u3a, we had a change during the year when Heather Lamble our Treasurer retired and handed over to Val Moody; with Christine Smith our former Examiner changing to Keith Islip.  Heather is to be thanked for her sterling efforts on behalf of Plympton u3a over the years, and for facilitating the smooth change over.  And Val and Keith are warmly thanked for picking up the threads and continuing to the year end.

Thanks must go to other members of Plympton u3a who run our Groups; host the Coffee Mornings; set up our AV equipment; run the Group Corner; welcome and sign-us in and provide tea and other refreshments at our meetings.  We could not run without you and your commitment to us all – we thank you.

Thanks also go to our other current Committee members whom I haven’t yet mentioned Sylvia Guthrig; our Secretary Rhiannon Prys-Owen; Janet Hexter and Bryan Field.  I am pleased to say that we welcome a new Committee Member in Di Smart and thank those who have served on the Committee this year but have been unable to continue due to various issues. 

We still need a Group Coordinator – I have been covering this role and enjoying my time visiting the groups – there’s some great fun and comradeship to be had out there!  If you would like to take on this role (or in fact join as a Committee Member) – you will be more than welcome! 

Finally, last but not least – I would like to thank all everyone in Plympton u3a who enable us to run such a friendly and welcoming society.

On behalf of the membership Sue Tozer formally thanked Lesley and the Committee Members for all the work they do in sustaining the organization and creating a welcoming and supportive society.

 5) Treasurer Report- Val Moody

Good afternoon, everyone. I took on the role of Treasurer in mid-January following the retirement of Heather Lamble.    
                                                                                                           
Copies of the accounts for the last financial year have been distributed, and you will see that we started the year in April 2024 with a balance of £4646.23p. Income during the year of £3950.20p exceeded expenditure of £3863.20p giving us a closing balance of £4733.23p. Therefore, Plympton u3a is in a good financial position’ 
(Appendix A )

The expenditure is mostly self -explanatory:

· Third Age Trust (TAT) Membership which we pay on behalf of the membership also includes insurance. 
· Other payments to the National Office are for Third Age Matters magazine and Copyright License.
· New mugs and storage boxes accounted for £185.

Our annual membership fee is currently £17.50. This sometimes causes problems with giving change so from next year the membership fee will be £17. We will be giving members the option of paying by BACS and will still accept cheques and cash.

Expenditure for this year will also include up-dating the sound system used at Harewood House.  The proposed new system will be easier to use and may be in place by September.   

Finally I would like to thank Keith Islip for examining the accounts of Plympton u3a and declaring them to be in order.                                                 

The meeting unanimously approved the Statement of Accounts for the period of 1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025 and the reappointment of Keith Islip as examiner of the accounts for the coming year.

6  Election of the Officers and Committee Members for the July 2025 to July 2026 year.

The following members were unanimously elected as Officers and Committee Members, having been nominated as set out below.

Chair 				          Lesley Peat  
												
Vice Chair			          Sylvia Guthrig 

Treasurer		Val Moody 
				
Minutes Secretary			Rhiannon Prys-Owen 
                                                                            
Membership Secretary		Rose Mitchelmore
and Webmaster				

Group Coordinator                      Lesley Peat (temporary)

Speaker Coordinator 		Elizabeth Hyatt

Committee Member                    Diana Smart

Committee Member                   Brian Field

Committee Member                  Janet Hexter

The officers of the Committee are therefore confirmed as:- 

Lesley Peat                        Chair
Sylvia Guthrig                    Vice Chair
Val Moody         	           Treasurer
Rhiannon Prys-Owen        Secretary


The Meeting closed at 2.30pm.

Date and time of next Annual General Meeting: 2.00 pm Tuesday 28 July 2026




Appendix A

Plympton u3a Financial position at the end of June 2025

Balance at 31.5.25                                               	6765.36
Expenditure                                                            	  158.40
Room Hire                         67.50 
Refreshments                    10.65
Speaker fee (May)             50.00
Cards                                  6.25 
Stannator evening             24.00


Income                                                                    	231.00            
Membership Fees                 137.00                       
Meeting Fee                           64.00
Donation, sale of books         30.00


Balance at 30.6.25                                           		 6837.96
                                


